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certain Afghan who had lately been insinuating himself into our company, whose generally unwholesome appearance was heightened by the disgusting condition of his front teeth, which he was fond of displaying in an oily smile. This man was, we were told, in charge of the police detailed to watch our movements.
Our landing indeed had been unfortunate in several ways. A quarrel was in progress at the time between the Turkish authorities and the Italian Consul-General. The facts of this incident, which became famous as the " Sambook affair," are worth relating.
Somewhere about the middle of October a Turkish gunboat patrolling the Arabian coast discovered a sambook landing cargo on'the shore. This cargo was being received by a caravan of camels which made off when the gunboat came in sight. It certainly did look fishy, and the officer in charge was probably quite justified in arresting the Abyssinian captain on a charge of gun-running, in spite of his protest that the cargo was only ginger, the fact cf what was left of it seeming to bear out this assertion, and his having hoisted the Italian flag. The gunboat then went en to tow the sambook into Hodeidah, the latter still flying the Italian flag. This annoyed the Italian Consul-General, who claimed that nothing had been proved, and that the sambook should be handed over to him and the captain released. The Vali however asserted that the circumstantial evidence was sufficient, and that the sambook was forfeit. A court of inquiry was ordered to assemble and decide what the sambook really did contain. The result of its deliberations was communicated to the Italian representative in the following terms : " In conformity with orders received from His Excellency the Governor-General the Court decide that the cargo was contraband and that the sambook must be confiscated."
The Italian Consul-General, as he says himself, is a man of peace, but there are limits. He swore that the Vali should repent this outrage. Meanwhile the honour of Italy was in his charge, and it was in safe keeping. Having arrayed himself in full uniform, put on all his orders and his Consular sword, he proceeded, together with a handful of his Kavasses, to row out to the sambook